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IMMEDIATELY MISSOULIANS EQUALLY CONCERNED ABOUT 






Missoula-area residents view pollution and environmental problems as one of 
the most important issues facing their community, but they show equal concern 
for maintaining jobs and the area's economy, according to Susan Selig Wallwork, 
research associate at the Bureau of Business and Economic Research at the University 
of Montana in Missoula.
Wallwork has written an article in the spring issue of the Bureau's Montana 
Business Quarterly entitled "Missoula Attitudes Toward the Forest Industries: A
Survey." The article is based on an extensive survey of Missoula-area residents 
conducted between November 1977 and January of this year. The 1,000 survey participants, 
who were chosen at random, proportionately represent all aspects of the area's 
population.
When asked to name what they felt to be the most important problems facing 
the Missoula area, survey respondents ranked public services (taxes, education, 
the conditions of streets) first, followed closely by traffic congestion and 
pollution. Groups most concerned about pollution problems were those between 18 
and 24 years of age, those who have resided in the area five years or less and 
University students.
According to Wallwork, when asked to identify sources of pollution, over 50 
per cent of the respondents cited the forest industry in general, or specific aspects 
of it. "However, although the wood products industry is still seen as a polluter, 
the public does acknowledge its efforts to improve the situation," she said.
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Almost 50 per cent of the survey participants felt that the area's physical 
environment had improved in the last several years, compared with the 22 per cent 
who felt it had stayed the same. Twenty-nine per cent felt it had become worse.
Survey results indicate that those living in the Missoula area show equal 
concern for maintaining jobs and protecting the environment. And when asked whether 
the forest industry or the federal government is the better manager of forest lands, 
respondents chose the industry by a narrow margin. Survey participants were also 
asked which companies are important to Missoula's economy, and 75 per cent of those 
mentioned were in the lumber and wood products industry.
"The industry's importance is acknowledged in the public view," Wallwork writes 
in the article. "So are some of its problems, and efforts to alleviate these 
problems are generally recognized and appreciated." She concludes that concern for 
continued improvement in the local environment is not lessening.
Other articles appearing in the spring Quarterly include Bureau director 
Maxine Johnson's assessment of "The Montana Economy: 1978 and Beyond," and two
articles by Bureau research associate Paul Polzin: "Missoula, Billings, and
Great Falls: Trends and Prospects," and "The Age Structure of the Population:
What it Means for Decision-Makers." Robbin S. Johnson, assistant vice president 
of Cargill, Inc., Minneapolis, describes policies that affect Montana farmers and 
ranchers in "Agriculture: A Harvest of Choices."
The articles are based on the proceedings of the 1978 "Montana's Economic 
Outlook Seminars," which were sponsored by the Bureau in Missoula, Billings,
Great Falls and Helena in January and February. Also included in the issue is
"The Granite-BiMetal1ic Consolidated Mining Company," by Ellen H. Arguimbau, assistant
archivist at the Montana Historical Society, Helena.
The Montana Business Quarterly, published by the Bureau and the University's 
School of Business Administration, is available by subscription for $6 per year 
through the Bureau of Business and Economic Research, School of Business Administration, 
University of Montana, Missoula, Montana, 59812. Individual copies are available at
